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For Children & Young People LITTLE 
ANGELS 
For the under 5s with their 
parents, grandparents or 
carers. 

Normally Thursdays 

9.30am to 11.15am 

Contact once reopened: 
Amanda Bruce  -  07834 538334 
Briony Paterson  -  07429 439577 

Sarah Ferry  -  07717 495779 

 

SUNDAY CHILDREN’S CLUB 
 

During the 9.15am Parish Eucharist 
(except 2nd Sundays) closed during 

the Coronavirus outbreak.    We’ll be 
back as soon as we are able . 

 

 

St Luke’s Mothers’ Union meets at 2pm 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.    

Suspended during lockdown. 

Contact Pam Harding 268270 

Make the gift of a lifetime 
Making a new will or revising your existing one?  Have you 

thought about including St Luke’s? 

In the past church members, and those who want to see the mission and ministry 

of their local church flourish, have designated specific amounts from their estate to 

St Luke’s.        It doesn’t have to be much and you could choose to specify a certain 

percentage of your estate.        In this way your gift would retain its value.        

Whether you give £200, £2,000 or much more, your gift will help to support St 

Luke’s into the future. 

For other activities, please see Page 4 
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ST LUKE’S CHURCH 
A MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL HARTLEPOOL 

GROUP MINISTRY 

www.stlukeshartlepool.org 

                 stlukeshartlepool 

PARISH OFFICE:  Tel: 01429 281122 
St Luke’s Parish Centre, Tunstall Avenue, 

Hartlepool,  TS26 8NF 

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, 

Weddings or Funerals, please contact: 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: 

 Julia Taylor  
 enquiries@stlukeschurch.plus.com 

Office opening hours: 
Limited opening during  Pandemic restrictions 
please call and leave a message. 

There is a 24 hour ansaphone 

INTERIM PRIEST IN CHARGE: 
Revd Canon Norman Shave 

07985 148034 
nshave1@btinternet.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER: 
Revd Gemma Sampson    01429 704239 

revdgemma@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDENS: 
Christine Amjad-Ali Tel:  01429 860610 
21 Wharton Terr.       camjadali@hotmail.co.uk 

Julia Taylor  Tel:  07738 580142 
6 Elm Grove  53juliataylor@gmail.com 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Nigel Shaw  Tel:  280917 
49 Hayston Road 
nigel.shaw@ntlworld.com 

WEBMASTER 
Andrew McAllister 
andrewmcallister90@gmail.com 

DECEMBER 2020 and JANUARY 2021 
During Social Isolation due to COVID19 we are observing all hygiene regulations as 
set down by government and the Church of England.   Sunday Eucharist services 
will resume as soon as possible. Please check our website for latest information. 

For details of Christmas services see website and Notices Sheets. 
Please refer to our website for the latest information.    If you do not have access 
to a computer we are producing a weekly news sheet and if you’d like to receive 

copies please leave your name and address on the ansaphone. 

If you require assistance or want to speak to a member of clergy or one of the 
Churchwardens, our contact details are above. 

A further telephone number to ring if you need help….    Hartlepool Support Hub 
01429 272905 (10am-4pm Mon-Fri and 10am-12noon Saturdays) 

Church is still going on, but not necessarily inside the building! 

PCC TREASURER 
Stephen McAllister     Tel:  07898 791927 
treasurer@stlukeschurch.plus.com 

PCC SECRETARY 
VACANT 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Pam Harding Tel: 01429 268270 

CARETAKER 
Ken Ansell      Tel:  07903 678534 
24 Welldeck Gardens   
ken_ansell@ntlworld.com 
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Please  note that NO groups are meeting at present. 

It is advisable to check with the group leader before attending. 

 

 MONDAY Beavers and Cubs at Throston School  6.15pm - 7.45pm 

   Claire Craig Tel: 420030 

 TUESDAY Art Class   1.00pm - 3.00pm 

   Pam Harding Tel: 268270 

  29th Brownies   6.00pm - 7.30pm 

   Gillian Rogers  15 Grantham Ave Tel: 234517 

 WEDNESDAY Beavers   6.00pm - 7.15pm 

   Louise Moriarty Tel: 223640  Mob: 07807142755  

  Scouts   7.30pm—9.00pm 

   Nigel Shaw    49 Hayston Road Tel: 280917 

  Mothers’ Union (3rd Wednesday)   2.00pm - 3.30pm 

   Pam Harding   36 Welldeck Road Tel: 268270  

 THURSDAY St Luke’s ‘Little Angels’   9.30am - 11.15am 

   Briony Paterson Mob: 07429 439577 

  Cubs (meeting at West Park School)   6.00pm - 7.30pm 

   Mark Anderson  Mob: 07889 177547  

Boys Brigade is suspended.    A new Captain needs to be recruited.    Please contact 

Richard Cambridge 01429 280860 if interested. 

GROUPS, ACTIVITIES & ORGANISATIONS 
IN THE PARISH CENTRE 

CELL GROUP CONTACTS—meetings suspended 
  Pam Harding  268270 

  Thursday group   

  Andrew McAllister 293623 

  Julia Taylor  271194 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
 Sunday Children’s Club Evelyn McAllister   Tel: 409858 

 Ways & Means   Pauline Shaw 5 Bankston Close Tel: 298475 

 Sewing Party   Maggie Hammond   Tel: 872066 
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SOLACE IN THE PSALMS 

Dear Friends, 

In these unusual times I have found great solace in the psalms. For example in Psalm 46 we 

read, 

  ‘God is our refuge and strength, 

   an ever-present help in trouble. 

 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

   and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

 3  though its waters roar and foam 

   and the mountains quake with their surging…. 

 10  He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 

      I will be exalted among the nations, 

   I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11 The Lord Almighty is with us; 

   the God of Jacob is our fortress.’ 

From a human point of view it still feels as if we are in the midst of a storm.  This week the 

Covid rate is the highest it has been in Hartlepool.  In the last few days I have heard of three 

deaths of church members or families linked with our parish.  One of our local schools has 

been shut for two weeks because of the pandemic.  All this means it is very hard to plan for 

services in December let alone Christmas.  And yet… 

We can be still and recall the source of our faith.  As the psalmist points out God is our 

refuge and strength, the Lord Almighty is with us.  Although things may be different, 

through Advent let’s continue to pray the ancient prayer, ’Come Lord Jesus.’  When he 

comes to us in the face of another person lets show welcome, encouragement and love.  As 

we move into Christmas let’s remember Jesus is called Emmanuel, God with us.  Looking to 

January and beyond may we go forward in hope and joy as we seek God’s future.      

Norman  

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION 
We would like to remind you that the annual magazine subscription is £8.  Please 
could this be paid to your magazine distributor when they deliver your February 2021 
copy. 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ONLINE 
Please remember to buy using The Giving Machine 
and opt for St Luke’s Hartlepool as your preferred 
organisation to support.  It costs you nothing and we get a percentage of the value 
of your purchase to boost our funds.  There are loads of the best known shops and 
brands to choose from.    https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk 
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SAVINGS CLUB 
 
This year, as we only had several weeks of saving, we had 

thought of carrying the amount over to next year.  However 

some people have asked for their savings to be refunded and we 

couldn’t do a two-tier system so we have decided to refund 

everybody.  We cannot return the monies in envelopes as usual 

so we have had to write cheques to each person.  This is the only 

way we can do it and we are sorry if you are not happy about having a cheque but 

we cannot go to the bank together to sign for the cash.  We have managed to give 

the church £105, obviously down on the amount usually donated to church funds, 

but let’s hope next year we can start again and welcome you all back.  If you haven’t 

saved before you might consider saving with us then. 

Pam and Brenda 

FROM THE EDITOR 
As the most unusual year comes to an end, could I thank you all for your 
contributions to The Magazine this month and throughout the year. 

Normally, much of this edition would be devoted to looking ahead to the seasonal 
events. Instead, with a month to go to Christmas, we find ourselves in the strange 
situation of not being able to say with any certainty how we will celebrate Christ's 
birth at St Luke’s. Please keep an eye on other media: website, Facebook and weekly 
notices. 

During the pandemic, our Church leaders have spoken many times about Hope. 
Indeed, November’s news of Covid-19 vaccines has provided hope for a return to 
normality. At the same, the Government has announced relaxation of regulations to 
allow us to celebrate Christmas to some extent with family and friend, while still 
being cautious to avoid the spread of the virus. Let’s hope that by next summer, 
things will be getting back to normal.  

Still on the theme of Hope, we can celebrate that the Communities of Hope team 
have now started their work in our town. There is plenty of information about their 
work and plans for the future in this edition 

The next edition will be for February. Please send your contributions by Sunday 17th  
January. 

May I wish  all readers a Happy Christmas and a New Year full of hope. 

Stay safe! 

Many thanks, Nigel 

Post :  49 Hayston Road, Hartlepool, TS26 0PU 

Telephone : 280917   

Email :  nigel.shaw@ntlworld.com  
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PLANS FOR DECEMBER 
Please watch the Church notices, website or Facebook page for updates about what 
we plan for Christmas. 

On Sundays we will continue to open St 
Luke’s Church for private prayer between 
9.30am and 10.30am. 

There will be a streamed service available on 
line at 11am. 

We will reopen Church for regular public 
worship, in a Covid secure way, once the 
restrictions are lifted. 

We are yet to plan how a carol service or a Christmas Eve family event but we hope 
to provide something for members of the Church family to join in, either physically or 
on line. 

We will also hold a Midnight Communion service and Christmas Day service, but how 
we do this will depend on restrictions at the time. 

 
SERVICES IN CHURCH AND ONLINE 

These are the current online services at the time of going to press, but please check 
for changes, as mentioned above. 

Sunday      

   9:15 am  Mass (from home)   Online: St Aidan’s Facebook 

   9:30 am Church open from private prayer, until 10:30 am 

 11:00 am Holy Communion from Church Online: St Luke’s or Stranton Facebook 
   

Daily online services (Monday to Saturday)  

  9:15 am  Mass / Communion   (not Friday) 

  3:00 pm Reflection / Afternoon prayer (Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) 

  8:00 pm  Night prayer    (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 
 
SONGS OF PRAISE is broadcast on BBC1 on Sundays.  Timings vary from week to 
week, but it will start at 12:20 or 13:15 in the near future. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on Sundays, usually at 8:10 a.m. 

GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE 
In past years Jan has placed baubles on the tree from 
people wishing to remember loved ones, and if they 
wished, they could make a donation to the Great North Air 
Ambulance Service.  If you wish to do this again, please 
get in touch.  
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MOTHERS’ UNION NEWS 
Now is the time to pay your subs for the 
coming year.  You may feel you have not 
had value for money this year but the work 
of the Mothers’ Union has gone on in spite of the country’s problems, indeed it has 
been needed more than ever (it’s not just about Branch Meetings).  Unfortunately it 
is necessary to increase the amount to £20 but the good news is the diocese will con-
tribute £2 of this so you only need to pay £18.  This is very good value compared 
with the cost of joining other organisations, less than the cost of a cup of coffee each 
month.  You can also pay monthly if you wish, arrange that with Joan.  We always 
welcome new members and normally we hope to have a speaker on various topics, 
hopefully relating to something relevant to the work of MU – with the news of a vac-
cine we may be able to start in the near future.  Please post your subs to Joan or me 
asap and have as good a Christmas as possible with your loved ones. 

There will be a virtual service of Nine Lessons and Carols on Thursday 17th Decem-
ber at 7.30pm on Facebook and YouTube by Mothers’ Union.  No need to face the 
cold weather to attend, they even recommend you have a glass of mulled wine while 
taking part! 

Pamela Harding, MU Deanery Leader 

SALE OF PRODUCE 
I still have jars of Green 
Tomato Chutney and Beetroot 
Chutney for sale. Also, a few 
weeks ago, thanks to 
instructions from Mary Shaw, 
I have made some 
marmalade. All jars are being 
sold at £1 each. 

I am always an optimist, so earlier on I 
planted a few hyacinths and Cape Cowslips 
to sell at the Christmas Fair, as well as 
growing Christmas Cactus in festive pots. As 
we now know, the Fair will not be taking 
place. The cacti are lovely healthy plants, 
but unfortunately have not produced any 
flower buds for Christmas. 

If you would like to buy any of these things, 
please give me a ring on 298475. All monies 
raised will g to church funds. I will be able 
to deliver plants, chutney and marmalade to 
your homes once lockdown is finished. 

Pauline Shaw 

LIVING IN HOPE & 
WORKING TOWARDS 
NEXT YEAR.  
Rob & Sheila sent this picture of 
preparing the ground for next 
year’s crops at Darlings’ Farm.  

This autumn has not been as wet 
as 2019, so the hope is for a 
better crop next year. 
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FOOD BOXES  
Please continue to give towards boxes of food.  These are being prepared to go to 
families whose children have been identified by High Tunstall School as being 
vulnerable over the Christmas period.  A greeting from our church will be included.  

As well as the usual items such as pasta, soup, cereal, toiletries and tinned meat, 
vegetables and fruit please consider donating some more seasonal items such as 
selection boxes, chocolate, biscuits or cake and puddings with a long date. 

In order to remain Covid safe the parcels need to be dropped off at church or the 
Parish Office by Friday 11th December then isolated for 3 days before being 
distributed, or contact Julia to arrange a collection time. 
 

COMMUNITIES OF HOPE NEEDS YOUR HELP 
As we look towards Christmas this year we are hoping to reach our most vulnerable 
families with a package of Christmas treats that reflects the hospitality and 
generosity that, we at Communities of Hope, think everyone deserves.   To that end 
we are asking for donations of some specific items that we can use to put these 
hampers of hope together. So that everyone receives the same please can we ask 
for: 

Tubs of sweets (celebrations/heroes etc) 
Boxes of biscuits 
Mince pies/Christmas pudding 
Cake (Christmas or otherwise, needs to have an appropriate shelf life) 
Boxes of chocolates – chocolate coins 
Crackers (the kind that go bang with jokes in!) 
Christmas napkins 
Party poppers 
Tesco vouchers (£10- or monetary donation towards them) 
We will be at St. Matthew’s hall to received donations: 

1-2pm Friday 27th Nov     1-2pm Friday 4th Dec  1-2pm Friday 11th Dec 

To make a monetary donation please make a bank transfer to: 

‘Stranton parochial church council’  Account number: 10146501 Sort code: 20-82-18  
Reference: HAMPERS  

If you are struggling to get out please contact us on: 

Emma: 07597308722  Jess: 07597308751 Jo: 07597308748 

FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS CARDS 
In order to support our Fairtrade effort, con-
sider having a look at the website  
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/christmas/
charity-christmas-cards 
And you can  still place your order with Evelyn  
evelynmcallister@hotmail.co.uk .  Thank you. 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/christmas/charity-christmas-cards
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/christmas/charity-christmas-cards
mailto:evelynmcallister@hotmail.co.uk
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CHRISTINGLE 
It is doubtful that an in-church Christingle 
celebration will go ahead and we know that 
some people like to start their collection on 
behalf of the Children’s Society.  For those on-
line an envelope can be sent to you or 
collected from church should you wish to do 
this. The money collected can be brought to 
church at Christmas, or you can make a 
donation on-line at  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate#make-a-donation  

HELP US RAISE SOME CASH 

Please nominate us:  Your nomination really counts.  

£1,000 could make a real difference to the work we do 
amongst the marginalised in our parishes.  Your nomina-
tion could be the one that helps us win!  Click ‘nominate 
now’ on the website www.movementforgood.com/12days 
and enter our details (Hartlepool St Luke) – just remember 
to tick the registration exempt box on the nomination 
form.  Each draw will close at midnight the day before, 
with all nominations rolled over to the next available draw 
unless the church or charity is drawn.  The more nominations a church or charity 
gets, the greater its chance of receiving a £1,000 donation.  Please start spreading 
the word to friends and family today!  

GEOFF WEBSTER 
At 85 years and after 18 years in retirement Geoff has now decided stand down from 
active ministry (permission to officiate). In retirement Geoff initially helped out across 
the deanery but more recently he has mainly helped with our Stranton Wednesday 
Holy Communion services. Geoff we look forward to many more years’ fellowship 
with you. Thank you for ministry amongst us, and in less restricted times let’s all cel-
ebrate your ministry amongst us properly. 

Norman 

ST LUKE’S GIFT DAY 
A big thank you to all who contributed to the St Luke’s Gift day which raised about 
£1,700 plus gift aid.  While not plugging the gap in our finances this year completely 
this will make a big difference to the finances and our on going ministry. Thank you! 

http://www.movementforgood.com/12days
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JAR OF GRACE 
Don’t forget to return your filled Jar of 
Grace by 13th December. Full details 
were in November’s edition. 

HOW DO YOU CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS EVE? 
Christmas Eve has its own customs, the most popular of which is going to Midnight 
Mass, or the Christ-Mas.  This is the only Mass of the year that is allowed to start 
after sunset.  In Catholic countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland, Midnight Mass is 
in fact the most important church service of the entire Christmas season, and many 
people traditionally fast beforehand.  In other countries, such as Belgium and 
Denmark, people dine during the evening, and then go on to the Midnight Service. 

The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging presents:  in 
Germany,  Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange on Christmas Eve.  But 
the British are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, where the 
Christmas tree is not even brought into the house and 
decorated until Christmas Eve. 

Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, 
but traditionally it was lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of the 
previous year’s log, and then would be burned non-stop until 
12th Night (6th January).   Tradition also decreed that any 
greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe must wait until 
Christmas Eve until being brought into the house. 

parishpump.co.uk 

A HISTORY OF SANTA CLAUS. 
In Norse mythology, the god Odin rode through the sky on his eight footed horse, 
Sleipnir. Often he terrorised people, but at Yuletide he slipped down chimneys to 
bring presents to the people. Odin had a long white beard, just like Santa Claus. 

In Holland, people gave each other presents on St Nicholas day, the sixth of 
December. St Nicholas became known in Dutch as Sinterklaas. 

When English and Dutch settlers mixed in New York. Sinterklaas became Santa 
Claus. This name was first seen in 1773. At first he was shown as a fat Dutch sailor. 

In 1823 a poem called 'A Visit From St. Nicholas' introduced the idea of Santa Claus 
riding a sleigh pulled by eight reindeer. (Remember Odin’s eight footed horse?) 

In England, Father Christmas was known from the sixteenth century, as a large man 
who wore red or green robes. In the 1930s, adverts by the Coca Cola company 
featured Santa Claus in a red cloak and this colour has stuck ever since. 

It is custom to leave a drink and food for him. In England, people leave sherry and a 
mince pie, in Ireland, milk or Guinness, and in Scandinavia, porridge with cinnamon. 

Nigel Shaw 
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Joan and Ian Mills would like to wish everyone a peaceful and happy Christmas, 
and may the New Year bring good health to everyone,  
God bless everyone  

Hope you all have a Peaceful Christmas,    
A very Blessed New Year,                      
and praying for a good health for you all.  

God Bless, Reverend Clive and Angela Hall.  

To our church family - laity and clergy, 

Whatever form this Christmas takes for you, best 
wishes to you all  in  the hope that you are  fortified 
by the Christmas story and the great  efforts being 
made  by so many in church to take care  of and 
strengthen us. 

Happy Christmas, Joan Nixon 

Rob & Sheila Darling would like to wish all 
members of St. Luke's congregation a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year.  

Special greetings to our 8 o'clock friends, looking 
forward to seeing you all in the near future. 

Christmas Blessings 
to you all. 

Linda Smith 

Wishing you all a Happy 
Christmas, hope to see you 
all in the New Year. 

Best wishes Brenda Kloed 

Wishing everyone a happy 
and blessed Christmas,  

Christine 

To all I know and love in Jesus name in St Luke's 
and other churches around Hartlepool, 

who have helped me through this strange year, 
those who manage to get to Church and those 
who are housebound, doing services on line, 

have a beautiful and blessed Christmas 

from Margaret Hughes and son Christopher. 

Christmas blessings to 
everyone. 

Love from Margaret D. 

Wishing everyone as 
normal a Christmas as 
you can manage. 

Seasonal blessings, 

Love from Julia and Billy 

Wishing everyone  a Happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year and hoping that I may 
soon be able to see you again. 

Season’s greetings from Mary Shaw 

YOUR CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 



13 

NEWS FROM COMMUNITIES OF HOPE  
Dear all, 

so,  it has now been 7 weeks since the full Communities of Hope team started on the 
ground and I thought it might be a good time to give you a little update about what 
we have been up to and about our hopes for this Christmas.  So here are some of 
the highlights: 

We have been very busy meeting people and trying to get 
a sense for where the Spirit may be drawing us. 

Jo has been busy reaching out to and getting to know 
the rough sleepers in our town, together with Lizelka, 
our Ministry Experience Volunteer. 

She has also been prayer walking the ladder streets of 
Elwick Road and Oxford Road every day, reaching out 
to the people who live on those streets in a variety of 
ways. For example, she has been joining Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation when they go out to deliver food; 
she has taken part in a guerrilla gardening event and 
has dropped a present, together with a Communities of 
Hope card (with a piece of scripture and our contacts on 
it) through each letter box. 

 

 

 

Jess has joined in with some of her efforts, in the 
hope of getting to meet the young families who live 
there. 

Jo and I have also been serving hot drinks and hot 
dogs to the people who queue outside the kitchen 
at St Aidan, in the hope of getting to know them 
better.  We have been joined by some volunteers in 
doing this and were very disappointed when the 
lockdown meant we had to stop.  However, Covid 
has not stopped us altogether and Jo now stands 
outside the kitchen on her own (to reduce the 
number of people hanging around the entrance 
door) and has been collecting prayer requests and 
chatting to people, helping were she can. We are 
looking for the best way to share those prayer 

requests with you, so your prayers can be joined to ours! 

As a result, we are beginning to build links with several local people.  The hope is 
that, once the lockdown is lifted and we can meet a bit more freely again, we will be 
able to start pulling these link together and start holding some form of welcoming 
group, with hot drinks and some form of moreish food.  We are finding that there is 
a great need for hope and fellowship in our town. 

Below: Jo and Jess on an 

outreach visit with JRF 

Little package of hope, 
dropped through    
people’s letter boxes 
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Amongst other things, Jess has been busy going into 
schools and has set up weekly prayer stations at Eskdale 
Academy school.  Her hope is to be able to repeat this pilot 
in several other schools in town.  She is also working with 
Mother Gemma to run an ‘Exploring Hope’ weekly session 
for a group of Y6 girls, who could benefit from some 
emotional support. 

 

 

Communities 
of Hope Christmas Cards and other goods. 
In addition to this, Jess has been the lead in setting up our on-line presence and 
selling some of our merchandise – things like our hoodies and mugs.  We are very 
excited to tell you that we will also be selling Christmas cards from next week.  We 

designed our own cards and hope you will all love them too    If you would like to 

buy some, you can tell us on our face book page or we could put a box at the back 
of church for those of you who are not on-line – let us know what you think would 
work best; we could even deliver them to you if you are trying to shield.  

Pack of 12 cards £4.00 / Pack of 10 cards £3.50  
We have also received many requests from people in town to volunteer with us and 
so are quickly trying to put in place all the procedures we need to make sure we can 
start recruiting volunteers safely, very soon. 

The Spirit seems to be presenting us with opportunities to become involved in 
housing with support and we are busy exploring these avenues.  If these tendrils 
lead to something exciting, you will hear all about it! 

Christmas Carols 
We are obviously also busy trying to do the best we can for people this Christmas.  
Covid remains our biggest obstacles, but we are not easily subdued.  We reckoned 
that, if people could not come to us for a carol service, this year, then we would go 
to them… and so have booked a donkey!  Jess’s children will dress up as Mary and 
Joseph and we will set a route for our donkey and invite the people who live in the 
area to come out and join us for carols.  Please pray that the lockdown will be lifted 
enough to allow people to come and stand on the street in their own bubbles and be 
able to join in.  If not, it will have to be limited to the people who live on our route – 
please pray as many people as possible can join in.  If possible, come and join in 
with us; as some of you know, my voice definitely needs drowning out!! 

Prayer cairn: the children gave thanks 
for the signs of hope in their lives  
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Christmas hampers. Mother Gemma’s words are imprinted on our hearts: ‘we 
serve a Father of abundancy’ and we would love to show the poorest people in our 
town just how generous God is.  We hope to present each household on the ladder 
streets, each person who visits the kitchen and the few remaining rough sleepers in 
town, with a hamper of Christmas goodies and presents.  We hope to be eligible for 
a grant to help us put these together, as they will be expensive to provide, but we 
won’t know if we will receive any help till later in December and can’t wait that long.  
Would you help us put the hampers together in whichever way you can?  We can 
provide a list of goodies, which we will advertise in the weekly notices, or you could 
just make a donation, which we can use to buy vouchers, food and presents.  

We have been able to provide a couple for hampers so far and it has been so 
touching to see the gratitude and relief this generosity has generated.  Parents are 
finding it genuinely heart breaking wondering how they will be able to provide 
presents and nice treats for their families this Christmas.  Please, help us be 
generous and spread hope around!  If you are already supporting other similar 
efforts, pleased don’t feel you have to also help us; we understand all our resources 
are limited. 

Our Christingle service this year will be on Zoom 

Jess is also running a ‘deconstructed’ Christingle service 
on Zoom, on the last week of the school term.  We 
hope to deliver enough oranges, candles, sweets and 
ribbon to the several schools who are delighted to 
engage with us, in this strange season of no school 
plays… so we may be looking at over 1,000 children! 
Again, any contribution to help do this would be most 
appreciated – but, please, don’t feel you have to, 

especially if your finances, like those of so many of us this year, are strained. 

And then there is the Advent Trail!  Yes, Jess will be posting a poster every day 
during Advent, for children and their families to engage with.  On Christmas Day, all 
the letters they will have collected over the weeks will spell a wonderful sentence. 
The posters will stay up throughout the season, so people can engage with it at their 
own pace.  Those who complete it will get a small prise in the New Year, when they 
return to school.  This is open to all the schools we are engaged with, so again we 

are potentially looking at over 1,000 children (hopefully!)   

Jo and Mother Gemma are planning an outside event at the Kitchen on Christmas 
day.  Covid won’t allow us to make it the extravaganza we would have liked to gift 
them, but it will be as fabulous as we can make it! 

As we arrange new events in the New Year and find new ways to engage with the 
community, we will, of course, reach out to you for your prayer and practical 
support.  This is our Communities of Hope!  Please keep us in your prayers, as a 
team, as a church community and as a town community.  I can’t help but feel that 
God is planning something wonderful for Hartlepool and we are very excited and 
uplifted and very much want this to be as much yours as it is ours. 

Thank you for all your support and prayers. With much love, the Communities of 
Hope Team: Emma, Jess, Jo and Mother Gemma 
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BIBLE BITES WORDSEARCH 

THE STORY OF MINCE PIES 
Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English 
Christmas fare since the Middle Ages, when meat was a key 
ingredient?  The addition of spices, suet and alcohol to meat 
came about because it was an alternative to salting and smok-
ing in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be a dif-
ferent shape – cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top.  

parishpump.co.uk 
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SEASONS TURNED ROUND 
In spring, I wrote about the discoveries in the hedgerows around Hartle-
pool. The seasons are now passing, we have had summer and autumn is 
turning to winter, yet still the flowers we first saw in spring are re-
emerging - the cow parsley, ragwort, yarrow, white dead nettle, cow pars-
nip, ragwort, yarrow, herb-robert, red campion, daisies, dandelions, but-
tercups, hedge mustard. The mild season and all that rain has encouraged 
them to reappear. 

Now it is the hedges that appear in their winter glory. The falling of their 
now golden leaves and the emerging of their berries - the red hawthorn berries are 
in abundance, as are the rose hips, glossy wood nightshade berries and sloe berries. 

The birds are busy in the bushes in search of food. We can see 
the goldfinches, chaffinches, great tits and blue tits flying 
across the lanes from side to side, the sparrows and starlings 
singing, apparently 'having a chat'. The robin popping out from 
the branches and giving us a song, not to mention the blackbird 
turning over the fallen leaves in search of a succulent worm. 
Also the pheasants in the fields looking for grain left after har-
vest. It is also the season of mushrooms emerging on rotting 
wood, tree stumps or just popping out of the ground. 

If you are lucky you could see deer and hare in the fields and squirrels up trees. Alt-
hough winter has not yet arrived, there are signs of next spring with catkins develop-
ing on the alder. 

Pauline Shaw 
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Answers on p22 

  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
ACROSS 

1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6) ; 4 
‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live 
in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6); 7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when returning to 
Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4); 8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8) 9 Judah’s last king, who 
ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8); 13 ‘They all — 
and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3); 16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad 
the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9); 17 National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1); 19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld 
— — (4,4); 24 Able dock (anag.) (8); 25 The number of stones David chose for his 
confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4); 26 Elgar’s best-known 
‘Variations’ (6); 27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 

DOWN 

1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4); 2 Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9); 3 ‘Do this, 
whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5); 4 A group as-
sisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5); 5 One of the gifts Jo-
seph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) 
(4); 6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 
20:27) (3,2); 10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5); 11 ‘What — — that 
you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3); 12 
Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5); 13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9); 14 Comes be-
tween 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4); 15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered 
by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4); 18 Narnia’s Lion (5); 20 One of the two rivers in 
which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5); 21 Avarice—one of 
the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5); 22 Knight Grand Cross of St 
Michael and St George (1,1,1,1); 23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 
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RUBERT BEAR IS 100 YEARS OLD! 
I have fond memories of getting a Rupert Bear annual at 
Christmas. Most people will have heard of this happy , adven-
turous chappie. We all recognise him as the bear with the yel-
low check trousers, matching scarf and red pullover. It was in 
1920 the Express newspaper needed something new to get 
people to buy their paper. It was then that Rupert was born, 
illustrated by Mary Tourtel, but he was not dressed as we later 
got to know him. He had white trousers and a blue jacket and 
was an immediate success. 

After 15 years, Mary's eyesight began to fail, so a new illustrator had to be found. 
This was Alfred Bestall, who also illustrated Enid Blyton books. It was he who gave 
Rupert his yellow and red get up. He also conceived the stories, though he found 
illustrating them much easier. He drew non-stop until he retired at the age of 73. 

Alfred lived in Snowdonia in a small village called Beddgelert. He 
loved the landscape and this was reflected in the pictures in the 
annuals. If you are lucky wenough to still have them, look at the 
1964 book. on the front cover, Rupert and friends are climbing 
rocks and in the background you can see Snowdon. The image 
continues on the back cover, where in the distance you can see 
a tiny whitewashed cottage - this was Alfred's home. In later 
editions, 1972 shows clearly Moel Hebog (west of Beddgelert) 
and the 1973 annual shows Llyn Dinas to the east. In other an-
nuals, the village of Nutwood, where Rupert lived, is a dreamy 
combination of Alfred's favourite places. 

From 'Country Walking' magazine November 2020, Contributed by Pauline Shaw 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
From page 21 

ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 16, Job’s 
comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench.  

DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, Excel. 11, Is 
man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 21, Greed. 
22, GCMG. 23, Leah.  

CHRISTMAS PICTURE 
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible story with a 
Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four people on 
an airplane.  She asked her which story it was meant to represent. ‘The Flight to 
Egypt,’ was the reply. 

Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby 
Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?”’ 

‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that’s Pontius – the pilot!’  parishpump.co.uk 
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Mason’s Funeral 

Services 
Funeral Directors of Distinction 

and Memorial Consultants 

129 Park Road, Hartlepool 

also at 

The Headland Chapel 

53 Northgate 

Telephone:  862021 
Damon Steadman 

Gary Pearson 

also Bereavement 

and Support Service 

Please ring for details. 

 
 

 

WEDDINGS AT ST LUKE’S 

There is nothing as special as a church 

wedding.        The current cost, £650, 

includes all Banns, Certificates and Fees 

to Church and Organist. 

Contact office for bookings. 

Tel: 01429 281122 

Quantum 

electrics   
 
Contact:   Jim Smith 
All areas of electrical installation, 
maintenance, inspection & testing. 
Domestic and Commercial 
specialists.       Part P Registered.         
No job too small. 
Free estimates. 
 

Tel: 01429 275428 / 07810 005643 

email:  info@quantum-electrics.co.uk 

Fax: 01429 275428  

web:   www.quantum-electrics.co.uk 

“It doesn’t hurt to get a quote” 
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House Plans Drawn 

Free no obligation estimates 

for extension plans and alterations 

Applications prepared 

and submitted for 

Council Planning and 

Building Regulations 

 

Mobile:  07798 940037 

 

30+ yrs.   experienced Architectural 

Technician 

Plan now for 2019/20 builds, 

remember the better builders get 

booked up and Councils can take 

2 months to process applications 

Email info@plans-drawn.com 

ADVERTISERS 

 

This space is available at 

£3.30 per issue (or £1.98 

per issue if split into 

two).    10 issues per 

year. 

 

Please contact office to 

arrange. 

mailto:ek@plans-drawn.com

